Judas at the Gate: A Reflection for Palm
Sunday

Palm Sunday invites us into a story charged with expectation. Crowds gather, palm branches
wave, and hope swells that Jesus will finally become the kind of king people longed for. Yet
woven into this moment of celebration is another voice — quieter, conflicted, and often
ignored. The voice of Judas.

In this reimagined narrative, Judas at the Gate helps us pause and consider the tension
between the kingdom Jesus brings and the kingdom we often want. Judas stands at the city’s
edge watching the same crowds, the same palms, the same Messiah — but through the lens
of disappointment. He longs for revolution, for power reclaimed, for a Messiah who will force
change rather than suffer for it.

And when Jesus stops at the crest of the hill and weeps over Jerusalem, Judas cannot
understand. A Messiah who cries instead of conquers feels like a contradiction. Yet it is
precisely here — in the tears of Christ — that the heart of the gospel is revealed. Jesus does
not come to seize power but to transform it. He does not come to overthrow enemies but to
reconcile them. His kingdom begins not with swords drawn, but with compassion poured out.

Judas’s struggle mirrors our own. We, too, can desire a Christ who fits our expectations, who
fixes the world on our terms, who acts with the decisiveness we think is needed. But Palm
Sunday reminds us that God’s way is not always our way. The path to redemption winds
through humility, surrender, and love that refuses violence.

As we enter Holy Week, Judas at the Gate invites us to stand in that uncomfortable space —
between what we hope for and what God is actually doing. It challenges us to see Christ not
as the Messiah we might demand, but as the Messiah we truly need. The One who weeps for
the world, walks toward suffering, and opens the gate to a kingdom built not on force, but on
grace.

May we have the courage to follow him there. let me know what you think of both.
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