Meeting Matthew

There | was standing in the Wycliffe College bookstore,
wondering how many of NT Wright’s books | could afford to buy. |
knew | wanted to buy the latest one as a gift and | dearly wanted
one for myself as well. | held a copy in each hand as | added up
the price in my head. Suddenly | heard a distinctive voice just
over my shoulder; “Now there’s something delightful — someone
wanting to buy two of my books!”

| was speechless for a moment. There was the famous theologian
and author — the man whose works | read constantly — the
keynote speaker at our conference — speaking to me. Our short
but sweet conversation still echoes in my memory whenever |
read his work.

Wouldn'’t it be wonderful if we could have a similar experience
with the authors of the gospels? We will be concentrating on the
book traditionally attributed to Matthew from now until November,
so while he won'’t be appearing next to us in a bookstore, let’s
“meet” him over the next week or so.

Our first encounter doesn’t occur until the 9" chapter of the
Gospel. Matthew, or Levi, as he is called sometimes, is at work
when Jesus comes and invites him; “Follow me.” Matthew
abandons his books and papers, sets down his pen and does just
that. To celebrate this new life, he throws a party and invites his
colleagues and friends. And the village is scandalized!

You see, Matthew is a Tax Collector — and while none of us like to
pay our taxes, we would never see the “tax-man” the way
Matthew’s neighbours did. They would see him in the same way a
Nazi collaborator might have been seen by the Jewish community
in WW2, or with the contempt we might have for a drug lord or
loan shark.



And this is the man and his friends that Jesus decides to hang out
with? And worse, this is the man that Jesus calls to be a disciple?
The community’s shock would be profound and the judgement of
the religious officials enormous. Tomorrow we will talk more about
what that means.



